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THE TEXT OF THE PETITION 


WE, the undersigned, 
believing that a world free from insecurity, injustice and war must 
be built not on conceptions of exclusive guilt, racial inferiority or 
preponderant power, but on the principle of the interdependence 
of all peoples and their common responsibility for the making of a 
peaceful order, and that a true security against war and aggression 
can be provided only by a positive policy which removes the 


causes of conflict ; 


and believing further that such a policy calls for a radical recon- 
struction—spiritual, economic and political—which is rooted in 
responsible personal freedom, which subordinates sectional 
interests to the common well-being, 


and is directed to : 


(a) the bringing of adequate relief to distressed peoples 
everywhere according to their need and the acceptance 
by those more favourably placed of the restrictions upon 


their own standards of living necessary for this purpose ; 


(b) the abolition of poverty and unemployment and the 
raising of standards, both economic and cultural, through 
the maximum use and equitable sharing of all available 


resources ; 


(c) the achievement of political and economic freedom for 


India and for all dependent peoples ; 


(d) the development within a wider co-operation of a closer 
unity between, and common services for, the peoples of 


Europe, as of other related areas ; 


(e) the international control of armaments to ensure their 
progressive reduction in all countries in conjunction 


with the transfer of world resources to productive uses ; 


(f) the promotion of education in the responsibilities of 


world citizenship ; and 


(g) the setting-up of the international organizations neces- 


sary to the fulfilment of these tasks and the limiting of 


national sovereignties in order to render their work 


effective, 


PRAY His Majesty’s Government 


to formulate such a programme of constructive peace-making, to 


put it into action at home as fully and as speedily as possible, and 


to commend it vigorously in the international field as the necessary 


basis for an enduring peace. 


PROMINENT SPONSORS AND SIGNATORIES 


The Petition had the endorsement and support of the following 
representative persons : 


Sir RicHARD AcLAND, Bart., M.P. 


Dr. E. L. ALLEN 
Lady ARrTEMUs-JONES 
Dr. Cyrit Bartey, F.B.A., 
D.Litt. 
Lady (Norton) BARCLAY 
Dr. E. W. BARNES 
(The Bishop of Birmingham) 
Rev. JAmMes Barr, M.P. 
Husert BeAumont, M.P. 
Dr. A. D. BELDEN 
Prof. NoRMAN BENTWICH 
Dr. Henry BEtr 


Councillor J. H. Bincuam, J.P. 


(Sheffield) 
Dr. A. W. F. BLuNtT 

(The Bishop of Bradford) 
Miss MArGARET BONDFIELD 
H. N. BRAILSFORD 
Miss VERA BRITTAIN 


Prof. S. BRopETsKy 

Dr. E. Viront BRown 
(Manchester) 

C. P. Brown (Plymouth) 

Barrow CapBury 

Dame ELizABETH CADBURY, 
O-B.fs<].b3 

Principal D. S. Carrns, D.D. 

The DEAN OF CANTERBURY 

Rev. Henry Carter, C.B.E. 

Lewis Casson 

Epcar B. Casrie, M.A. 

Prof. G. E. G.. Carry 

Prof. V. Gorpon CHILDE ~ 

G. D. H. Core 

W. G. Cove, M.P. 

SipnEY Dark 

The EARL oF DARNLEY 

Dr. SAuis DAICHES 

Prof. J. E. DANrEL 


Gwen Frranccon Davies 

R. Kennard Davis, M.A. 
(Oxford) 

Rev. F. Lewis DoNALDsON 
(The Archdeacon of West- 
minster) 

Sir ARTHUR EppincTon, O.M., 
F.R.S. 

Rev. W. T. Exmsiiz, M.A. 

Hersert H. Exvin 

Principal D. Emrys Evans, M.A. 

Lorp FARINGDON 

J. ForREsTER-PATON 

H. C. A. Gaunt, M.A. (Malvern) 

The DEAN oF GLOUCESTER 

Dr. G. P. Goocu, F.B.A. 

Rev. Norman GoopDALi 

Sir RicHarp A. Grecory, F.R.S. 

Canon L. W. GRENSTED 

Sir Rospert GREIG 

Prof. W. J. Grurrypp, M.P. 

Mrs. AcNEs Harpiz, M.P. 

CuirFoRD Harper, M.A. 

Mrs. Duncan Harris, J.P. 

Ven. P. W. Hartiti 
(The Archdeacon of Stoke) 

T. Epmunp Harvey, M.P. 

JosepH Hepwortu, M.P. 

LaurEeNcE HousMAN 

Principal D. Emrys Hucues 

Principal J. W. Hucues 

M. L. Jacks, M.A. 

rsd. P.. JACKS, M.A, 

Rey. H. Incui James, B.D. 

Dr, C. E. M. Joap 

Aucustus JOHN 

Miss RosAMUND JOHN 

Rev. G. E. HickMan JOHNSON 

Principal J. Morcan JONEs 

Prebendary P. T. R. Kirk 

Prof. HaroLtp J. Lasxr 

HucuH Lawson, M.P. 

Rev. D. Wyre Lewis (Rhos) 

Dr. A. D. Linpsay 
(The Master of Balliol) 

Duncan J. Linpsay 

_ (Portsmouth) 

Witrrip E. LirrLesoy 

Rev. D. Gorpvon LivincsToNE 

Dr. GrorcE MaAcLEeop 


Prof. G. H. C. Maccrecor 

Prof. JoHn MAcMuRRAY 

Cardinal Macrory (Armagh) 

Rev. HERBERT MorRGAN 

Canon S. J. MARRIOTT 

J. H. Martin, M.P. 

R. H. Morrram 

J. Mippteton Murry 

W. H. OvprieLp, M.P. 

P. M.. OLIVER 

Sir JoHNn Boyp Orr, M.P., F.R.S. 

The Lady PARMooR 

L. du GarpE PEACH 

Mrs. E. PETHicK-LAWRENCE 

Miss M. P. Ramsay, M.A. 
(Edinburgh) 

Miss ELEANOR RATHBONE, M.P. 

Rev. Leyton RicHarps, M.A. 

Sir HucH RoOBERTON 

Rev. P. D. Rosins (Leeds) 

Miss F. Rowzortuam, J.P. 
(Stockport) 

Dr. MaubE RoybDeEn SHAw, C.H. 

Dr. ALFRED SALTER, M.P. 

Lady Mase. SMITH 

Viscountess SNOWDEN > 

Dr. Donatp O. Soper, M.A. 

R. W. Sorensen, M.P. 

OLAF STAPLEDON 

R. R. Strokes, M.P. 

Rev. W. B. TAvENER 
(Edinburgh) 


-Mowsray TuHompson, J.P. 


(Newcastle) . 

Dame Sypit THORNDIKE 

Lady (Mary) TREVELYAN 

T. W. Watson, M.A, 
(Stourbridge) 

Rev. Lest D. WEATHERHEAD, 


GraHaM WuitE, M.P. 

D. G. WitiiaMs, M.A. 
(Gloucester) 

Rev. H. S. WILkrinson 
(Liverpool) 

Dr. HELEN Witson, J.P. 
(Sheffield) 

Dr. ALtEx Woop, M.A. 

Prof. HERBERT G. Woop, M.A. 

Sir Rospert Younc, M.P. 


The National Petition 


PURPOSE AND ACHIEVEMENT 


GERALD BAILEY, M.A. 


Director of the National Peace Council 


Tue National Petition for a Constructive Peace which was first 
published in October, 1944, brought to a climax the efforts ef the 
National Peace Council and its associated organizations throughout 
the war years to direct public attention to the fundamental nature 
of the war and the world crisis and consequently to the essential 
requirements of an enduring peace. The governing assumption in 
all this work was that while the military struggle with the Axis powers 
was the outward expression of the crisis, the crisis itself was something 
much deeper, the reflection in fact of a failure in our civilization— 
a disorder which concerned mankind as a whole. And the corollary 
of that assumption was that the peace which is to be more than an 
armistice depends at bottom on the redemption of that failure—on 
our capacity to achieve a common life for the world as the indispens- 
able condition of a true and abiding peace. 


For five years the National Peace Council sought to advance that 
thesis and to work out its practical implications through public 
Conferences and meetings, through the ten or a dozen meetings of the 
influential and representative Peace Aims Conference held at Oxford, 
through the widely-distributed series of Peace Aims Pamphlets, through 
the circulation of the declaration “‘ The Conditions of a Constructive 
Peace”, and in numerous other ways. And it was in order to give 
these efforts a wider and more popular basis—to help in building up 
a strong public opinion in Great Britain conscious of the requirements 
of a constructive peace and eager to influence British policy to that 
end, that the National Petition was launched in the Autumn of 1944 
under the sponsorship of the hundred or so representative men and 
women whose names are listed elsewhere in this report. 


With the help of numerous national organizations considerable 
quantities of the Petition were distributed in all parts of Great Britain ; 
as large a supply of leaflets stating the case for the Petition as paper 
restrictions permitted were circulated either at meetings or from house 
to house ; nearly eight thousand copies of a special series of double- 
crown posters were displayed on the London Underground Railway 
and throughout the country ; numerous well-attended public meetings 
were held in widely-separated areas from Edinburgh to Plymouth 


f 


and Norwich to Glasgow ; a special Welsh edition of the Petition _ 
was printed ; joint and representative Committees to organize the 

Petition were established in most of the large towns ; several hundred 

individuals gave devoted and exacting service as local agents for the 

Petition ; a considerable notice was given to the Petition and its 

objects in the news and correspondence columns of the national and 

provincial press. 


When the collecting of signatures was finally closed in mid-April 
over eighty-six thousand persons over sixteen years of age—the very 
great majority of them over twenty-one years of age—had signed the 
Petition and pledged themselves to the programme of constructive 
jpeace-making which the Petition advanced. This significant ex- 
pression of public opinion on the central issues facing the San Francisco 
Conference was specially communicated to the British Commonwealth 
delegates to the Conference, as well as to all the members of His 
Majesty’s Government in Great Britain. At the time of writing the 
Petition is being presented by local deputations to Members of 
Parliament and General Election candidates. 


Eighty-six thousand persons are only a minority of the British 
people but they are no insubstantial company and the assembling 
of them in support of radical and reconciling conceptions of peace in 
the final phase of a victorious war when most of the circumstances 
were adverse, is perhaps no trivial achievement. They certainly. 
represent a much larger body of public sympathy for the principles 
and policies of the Petition than it was possible to reach. In any 
case the success and influence of the Petition are not to be judged 
simply by its numerical results. The Petition’s purpose was essentially 
educational—our aim we said was “ not so much to count heads as to 
set them thinking ’’—and the widespread discussion of the problems of 
peace which it provoked has shown that from this angle the Petition’s 
contribution was substantial. It is a purpose that must go on until a 
constructive and abiding peace has been assured. 


THE NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL 
urgently requires more contributors to its general funds, 
more Literature subscribers and more local correspondents to 
reinforce its ‘‘ campaign for a constructive peace ”’. 


Offers and enquiries should be addressed to 


The Director, NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL 
144 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, LONDON, W.C.1 





HEADLEY BROTHERS, I09 KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2; AND ASHFORD, KENT 


